

BOD 09/16/09


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

September 16, 2009

Present: H. Blatt, S. Bloom, D. Dalrymple, T. Filippetti, C. Goldstein, N. Hart, J. Linnehan, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson, Dana Santilli, S. Smoller, S. Gorman, B. Treanor, T. Goodman, A. Weiss.
A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Terri Filippetti 7:05 pm.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

There being no changes or corrections, the August minutes were accepted by acclamation. 

Executive Director Report 

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

Director of Coaching report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  

Communications & Marketing Manager Report 

No report. 

Program Manager Reports

State Cup 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.
Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported the fee to leagues for MTOC teams will be raised from $475 to $495 per team. 

Recreation

Nancy Hart reported that we are still looking for teams for the Columbus Weekend Celebration. Nancy suggested that before any tournament the one in charge of the tournament should meet with the executive director and the field complex manager to discuss all details of the event. Nancy is particularly concerned with the smell near the septic tanks. She also does not want to pay the referees in cash after their games and prefers to pay them by check after the tournament. She would also like to see more support from the board at the Districts Tournament. We also need to resolve the issue of getting W-9 forms from the referees.
Instruction

Howie Blatt reported that the two new development coaches are doing a great job. The coaches segment on the website is being overhauled. Skip Gorman added that the coaching staff is working seven days a week until November with no days off.
Outreach

Ray Robinson reported there are approximately 600 kids in the program, and he is getting inquiries from more towns. He is trying to get the leagues to put a TOPS position on their respective boards. 

The Wilmington TOPS program had 50 kids; they are now up to 70 and are running a training program for coaches and aides.  US Youth Soccer will have a “Buddy of the Year” Award.
ODP

Tom Goodman reported the first training session for ’97 & ’96 players took place. They are trying to get pools down to where they’ll be able to conserve the need for indoor training sessions. A lot of their staff are college coaches who are not available in the fall. 

SYRA

Brian Treanor reported it is now quiet time. The young referees of the year were recognized at a recent Revolution game. Courses start In November. Andy Weiss added a thank you to those who attended the Referees Awards Dinner, and announced there will be a new Director of Assessing, Del Rainho. One league has a problem with referee assigning and fired the assignor. The referee committee will step in and solve the problem.

US Youth Nationals

Terri Filippetti reported we are waiting for a final financial report of the event.
Presidents Cup

The issue of adding a U-13 level was discussed. Our coaches are not in favor of U-13 in this competition. They feel this age level should still be considered developmental. After some discussion, Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Nancy Hart, that Mass Youth Soccer not field a U-13 team in this competition. Motion passed 8-0-1.
Board Members reports

Nancy Hart expressed a desire to reorganize the districts that are set up for at large board positions to coincide with the districts that exist for the districts program. This will be taken under advisement.
Financials

Carl Goldstein reported that we are trying to get a handle on registrations in order to get a concrete financial picture. Nancy suggested the office send league registrars a list of towns whose registrations are incomplete. 
Field Committee

Nothing to report.
Executive Director Search Committee
Ted Ritchie presented the committee’s final report (copy attached). The committee has recommended Don Rawson to be our next executive director.  The executive committee unanimously recommend this be approved. Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Ray Robinson, that the board ratify this decision.  Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

· There was no old business.
New Business

· Awards setting for tournament
John Linnehan suggested we set up an awards setting for tournaments as was done by US Youth Soccer for the Nationals. Carl Goldstein requested John submit a proposal in writing to the field committee.
· Status of the board
David Dalrymple asked what the status of the board will be now that the search committee has concluded its search and a new executive director has been selected.  Steve Smoller replied that the executive committee is reviewing the situation with our attorney to make sure the process we take will be legal and follow the constitution and bylaws of Mass Youth Soccer.
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. Executive Director Report   Skip Gorman
Sponsorship

We are working with the Kraft Group on the requirements to fulfill our part of the sponsorship deal with them.

We are still working on the renewal of the Puma deal.

Harvard Pilgrim is happy to be connected to Mass Youth Soccer.

Fields and Tournaments 

We still hear great things about our fields from people that were here for the USYSA Nationals. We have had a few tournaments over the last month. Districts ran without major problems. The Stars of Mass held their Labor Day tournament here with over 180 teams; all went well on our part. 

We still have an issue with the smell at the pavilion. The owner of Lancaster Septic is having a hard time coming up with a solution. We have done everything that Cabot Consultants told us to do.  The next thing to do is to raise the vent over the peak to see if this helps.

We are hosting again this year the local Frisbee group the weekend of Sept 12, 13 on six fields and this coming weekend on 4 turf fields. 

As normal, the weekends are booked with some active during the week. 

We have had our first ODP training this past Monday; something new with the U13. People seem to be happy with the change. 

Our instruction staff has been very busy, most are out five nights a week minimum and full days on Saturday and Sunday 

2. Instructional Program and DOC Board Report September 2009  Howie Blatt and Mike Singleton

In August our staff kept very busy running our overnight camp and a day camp at our facility. In addition we ran 4 other day camps locally and conducted many coaching courses as well. We began a D Course that month and ran all of ODP tryouts. Our newest staff have proven immediately needed and helpful in getting this work done.

Both Renato and Loy have proven to be great additions to our staff and we have already received positive reviews from our membership.

Tom is working on updating the coaching section of the website. Our staff gathered articles on many topics and we have selected various articles covering nutrition, sport psych, gender differences, coaching leadership, fitness training, etc. etc. that will soon be on our web to further help educate others. We will also have weekly updated news items covering our national teams and leagues and articles from our staff. There will be a section available for webinars and other related media that could be used throughout our organization. Loy and Renato will be translating many of the articles and sessions on our website into Spanish in the coming months. This will allow our information to reach more people and become more a nationally used website.

We have had well over 1000 coaches register and take our online G Course in the past 8 months. This is far more than estimated would take the course in the first year. Given we just made an agreement with America Scores that may have 200 coaches from outside our borders take the course in the coming months we are now optimistically hoping we will connect with roughly 1400 coaches in year one. If that happens we will have tripled our expected numbers. The return on our investment now looks like it will take 2 to 2.5 years.

Fall coach and player development programs have begun and we have scheduled the busiest fall we have ever had. Our staff is being used to its’ maximum potential. We are happy to see new towns requesting our services and currently work with a balanced mixture of returning towns and new towns.

GOALS finished up in August and we offered more sites than ever before. As we used Citizen’s Bank balls, we are allowing sites to keep the balls and now collecting our cones and pennies to conserve costs for next year. It is my intent to highlight our work in GOALS publicly this upcoming year.

ODP notification has gone out and have now begun our first ever fall training with the 13 and 14 groups. This is experimental so we will keep an evaluative eye on the program this fall. Please note that Mass Youth ODP alum Charlie Davies is now a starting forward on our men’s national team. It is great see one of our own reaching his goals.

3. State Cup Report   Terri Filippetti

STATE CUP REPORT 9/16/09

Boys 13
27 teams submitted applications and ten teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 are seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 11 thru 15 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 16 thru 27.  Challenge round for this age group will consist of 4 single elimination rounds.

Entry Round -   MUST BE SCHEDULED BY SEPT. 16th AND PLAYED BY SEPT. 28th, 2009

seed  22v27, 23v26, 24v25
Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, October 3, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster.  Matches are as follows:

seed 9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster. .  Matches are as follows:
winner 9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16
BOYS 14
21 teams submitted applications and nine teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 are seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 5 thru 9 were placed using a random draw.  Seeds 10 thru 15 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 16 thru 21.  Challenge round for this age group will consist of 3 single elimination rounds.

Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, October 3, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster.  Matches are as follows:

seed  12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster.   Matches are as follows:
Seed 9  v  winner 16/17
Seed 10 v winner 15/18
Seed 11 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16

GIRLS 13
28 teams submitted applications and eleven teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 are seeded directly into the Round Robin next June – seeds 3 and 4 were determined by a blind draw.  Seeds 12 thru 16 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 17 thru 28.  Challenge round will consist of 4 single elimination rounds.
Entry Round -   MUST BE SCHEDULED BY SEPT. 16th AND PLAYED BY SEPT. 28th, 2009

seed  21v28, 22v27, 23v26, 24v25

Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, October 3, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster. .  Matches are as follows:

seed  9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster. .  Matches are as follows:
winner 9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.
Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16
GIRLS 14
28 teams submitted applications and eight teams were seeded.  Seeds 1 thru 4 are seeded directly into the Round Robin next June.  Seeds 9 thru 18 were placed using a random draw followed by a separate random draw for Seeds 19 thru 28. Challenge round will consist of 4 single elimination rounds.
Entry Round -   MUST BE SCHEDULED BY SEPT. 16th AND PLAYED BY SEPT. 28th, 2009

seed  21v28, 22v27, 23v26, 24v25
 Challenge Round 1 will be played on Saturday, October 3, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster.  Matches are as follows:
seed  9v24, 10v23, 11v22, 12v 21, 13v20, 14v19, 15v18 & 16v17
Challenge Round 2 will be played on Saturday, October 24, 2009 at the Citizens Bank fields in Lancaster.  Matches are as follows:
winner 9/24  v  winner 16/17
winner 10/23 v winner 15/18
winner 11/22 v winner 14/19
winner 12/21 v winner 13/20
Challenge Round 3 will be played next spring at the higher seed.  

Matchups will be as follows:
Seed 5 v winner 12/13
Seed 6 v winner 11/14
Seed 7 v winner 10/15
Seed 8 v winner 9/16

	
	2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G13
	Seed
	Club Name
	Coach Name
	
	G14
	Seed
	Club Name
	Coach Name

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1
	FC Stars of Mass Athletic-R
	Bobby Redmond
	
	
	1
	FC Stars of Mass United-C
	Gregory Cosgrove

	
	2
	Fuller Hamlets
	Ed White
	
	
	2
	Western United  F.C.
	Ryan Lavner

	
	3
	Liverpool FSC
	Bernie Grimes
	
	
	3
	Scorpions SC
	Anthony Marino

	
	4
	Western Mass Junior Pioneers
	Jake Socha
	
	
	4
	Crusaders United
	Ross Maki

	
	5
	FC Stars of Mass United-C
	Gregory Cosgrove
	
	
	5
	Explosion FC
	Michael Khang

	
	6
	Scorpions SC Elite-C
	Keith Caldwell
	
	
	6
	Fuller Hamlets
	Jarred Stand

	
	7
	Crusaders United
	Paul Turner
	
	
	7
	Western Mass Junior Pioneers
	Chris Mogavero

	
	8
	Western United  F.C.
	Tim Murphy
	
	
	8
	Inter SC Boston
	Bill Walker

	
	9
	Elite SA
	Rich Scafati
	
	
	9
	New England Aztecs Red-S
	Eric Slack

	
	10
	Scorpions SC Premier-M
	Kevin Murphy
	
	
	10
	NEFC Raiders
	Nick Burke

	
	11
	South Shore Select SA
	Jose Gomes
	
	
	11
	F.C. Greater Boston
	Jessica Pfeifer

	
	12
	Nova SC
	Kevin Smith
	
	
	12
	MPS Renegades-B
	Lee Billiard

	
	13
	Unity Wildcats
	Joseph Cheria
	
	
	13
	FC Stars of Mass Athletic-P
	Tom Phillips

	
	14
	North Shore United
	Steve Gloria
	
	
	14
	Noreaster Stingers
	Nelson Barrosso

	
	15
	NEFC-L
	Heather Lipp
	
	
	15
	North Shore United
	Nathan Lamar

	
	16
	PASA FC
	Jeff Lamy
	
	
	16
	MPS Lady Knights
	Phil Tait

	
	17
	NEFC-B
	Brendon Boates
	
	
	17
	SF VIkings
	Konrad Miatkowski

	
	18
	New England Aztecs
	Kristin Macdonald
	
	
	18
	Vipers FC
	Pat Cook

	
	19
	FC Greater Boston
	Steve Pickman
	
	
	19
	FUTBOL CLUB UNITED
	Jason Gaumond

	
	20
	NEFC-G
	Terry Gordon
	
	
	20
	Blackhawks
	Emily Schlosser

	
	21
	MPS Lady Knights
	Sarah Dooley
	
	
	21
	Fusion FC
	Youssef Saleh

	
	22
	MPS Renegades-M
	Mark McDevitt
	
	
	22
	NEFC Eagles
	Steven Grimshaw

	
	23
	MPS Renegades Black-Y
	Craig Young
	
	
	23
	Berkshire IFC
	peter Bramucci

	
	24
	FC Stars of Mass Rovers-W
	Jack White
	
	
	24
	Elite SA
	Derek Perras

	
	25
	MPS Lady Crusaders
	Gavin Macphee
	
	
	25
	MPS Lady Crusaders
	Emma Delves

	
	26
	ABBEY VILLA S.C.
	KELLEY DARON
	
	
	26
	MPS Renegades Black-W
	Chris Waugh

	
	27
	Grasshopper FC
	Michael Eidmann
	
	
	27
	New England Aztecs Blue-B
	Arthur Bourque

	
	28
	Galway Rovers FC
	Frank Teixeira
	
	
	28
	Delta FC
	Scott T. McMillan

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4. Search Committee Report   Ted Ritchie









September 16, 2009

This week the Executive Director Search Committee concluded its search process.

After carefully reviewing in excess of 150 applications and conducting personal interviews with about 10% of the applicants after our initial screening process, we narrowed our focus to four candidates. – two from within Massachusetts and two from out of state.  Massachusetts Youth Soccer has been extremely fortunate to have had a large number of very qualified and appealing candidates.

During August the committee conducted a second round of in depth interviews with the four finalists, spending two to three hours with each of them over dinner.  Despite the more relaxed setting, these interviews were what Congress might call ‘full and frank discussion sessions’ around a pool of common questions asked of each candidate.  

The interview process has been long and challenging one for both the committee and our final candidates.  The committee’s deliberative discussions have been thoughtful, balanced, and full of honest give and take.  Your committee’s yardstick of doing the best job possible for Massachusetts Youth Soccer has been adhered to throughout.

Following this second round of interviews, the search committee has met twice.  These meetings resulted in a further narrowing of the field and, ultimately, have led to the committee’s unanimous recommendation to the Executive Committee of Donald Rawson. The Executive Committee has unanimously accepted the search committee’s recommendation.

Don Rawson is the current Executive Director of Indiana Youth Soccer, a position he has held for nine years.  As Executive Director, he has had a leadership role in the creation and implementation of an overall strategic plan for Indiana, the formulation of the annual budget and its implementation and monitoring, and has overseen and managed a paid staff of eight and several volunteer-led committees.

Don has been very active in regional and national youth soccer organizations and is highly respected by the leadership of these organizations.  He is an experienced youth and collegiate coach, holds an “A” level coaching license, and is a Grade 7 referee.  He was Director of Operations for the Chicago venue of the 1994 World Cup and has held marketing positions with Adidas and Reebok.

Last night the Executive Committee completed contract and compensation discussions with Don, and we look forward to him joining us as the third Executive Director of Massachusetts Youth Soccer by mid-October at the latest.  Tonight the Board of Directors unanimously ratified the Executive Committee’s selection of Donald R. Rawson, Jr. as our new Executive Director. 

Respectfully submitted,

Ted Ritchie, Chairman

Massachusetts Youth Soccer

Executive Director Search Committee
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