

BOD 10/21/09


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

October 21, 2009

Present: Board Members: H. Blatt, S. Bloom, M. Borislow, D. Dalrymple, T. Filippetti, C. Goldstein, N. Hart, J. Linnehan, A. Page, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson, S. Smoller, 
Staff/Guests: D. Rawson, S. Gorman, R. Braney, B. Treanor, A. Weiss, F. King.

A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Terri Filippetti 7:05 pm.

New Executive Director


Terri Filippetti introduced our new Executive Director, Don Rawson.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

There being no changes or corrections, the September minutes were accepted by acclamation. 

Executive Director Report 

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

Sid Bloom asked what the status was of the Puma agreement. Don Rawson said he is looking into the proposed agreement as well as exploring other alternatives.

Director of Coaching report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  

Howie Blatt added that the staff is working on the F and G courses to allow coaches more time to be on the field. Howie introduced development coach Fred King who was in attendance.

Program Manager Reports

State Cup 


Terri Filippetti reported another challenge round is coming up this weekend.
Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported that Ray Robinson met with the leagues committee to explain his proposal to add a TOPS board position to each league board. John also reported the leagues are experiencing problems with the U-19 age group. The numbers are down and towns are pulling their U-18s up to fill U-19 teams. The committee is considering combining the U-18s and the U-19s. The issue of U-8 travel also was discussed. The leagues would like to allow U-8s to play up to play with their classmates. 

Recreation

Nancy Hart reported that she is starting to work on dates for the districts program. Nancy wants a written commitment to the districts program from whoever schedules the field complex to commit the fields to districts for the dates requested.

Instruction

Contained in the DOC report.

Outreach

Ray Robinson reported he has proposed to the leagues that they create a position on their boards for a TOPS person. He has spoken to the leagues committee and is attending a BAYS board meeting in November. Ray added he is planning a TOPS symposium in March, perhaps at Gillette Stadium. The leagues committee also suggested they would provide a slot at MTOC for TOPS. Nancy suggested the recreational tournament is probably a better place for TOPS involvement. Ray visited the Vermont TOPS end of season session while attending the Region 1 annual meeting.

ODP

Brian Treanor reported on the ODP information from the Region 1 annual meeting. Concerning electronic registration for the ODP tournament, there was an issue last year of games being cancelled and then reinstated. This will not continue. Once games are cancelled, they will remain cancelled. The festival portion for U-15s at the tournament will be discontinued. 

SYRA

Brian Treanor reported the commitments for regional and ODP tournaments concerning referees and assessors will remain the same. For the Presidents Cup, we will provide 9 referees and 2 mentors, who will be grade 6 assessors or higher. The head of delegation will be one of the two mentors.

Andy Weiss presented the referee committee proposal to incorporate. The proposal will make the MSRC a tax-exempt corporation and also allow the committee heads to sign contracts, accept credit cards, and have their own audit instead of sharing with the adult league. Steve Smoller moved, seconded by David Dalrymple, that Mass Youth Soccer support the MSRC initiative to incorporate as a separate body. Motion passed 10 for, 0 opposed, 1 abstaining.

Financials

Carl Goldstein reported he is still waiting for information on registrations. Carl will work with Rich Braney next week to close out the year, and then the budget process will commence. Carl proposed we change auditors, which will bring a significant savings in audit fees. Carl Goldstein moved, seconded by Nancy Hart, to change auditors to the firm of Fulchino, O’Reilly, & Company. Motion passed 10 for, 0 opposed, 1 abstaining.

Field Committee

Carl Goldstein reported the shelters are almost completed. The mud issues will be taken care of. The issues with the town (real estate taxes, traffic circle, and water runoff problems) will be addressed this winter. Carl informed the town that no one from Mass Youth Soccer has the authority to spend money on these projects without a vote of the executive committee.

Presidents Cup

Skip Gorman reported that as soon as the rules are completed, notifications to teams to apply will be sent out.

Board Members reports

David Dalrymple reported BAYS held its annual general meeting and elected Mike Hazeltine as its new president.

Columbus Weekend Celebration

Sid Bloom reported the number of teams was slightly lower than last year, but the tournament was a success and this event is the right thing to do over this weekend. 

Old Business

· Registration reports
Nancy Hart repeated her request that the office provide reports to the league registrars listing the numbers of registered members by town so the registrars can follow up on missing registrations.

New Business

· Organizations not registered

Skip Gorman distributed a list of teams/organizations that have not registered as yet. Skip requested we place the teams/organizations in bad standing if registrations are not submitted by October 25. Don Rawson pointed out the constitution provides for placing teams/organizations in bad standing after being put on notice and being given a reasonable time to respond. Skip will send letters to these teams/organizations, giving them ten days to comply or they will be placed in bad standing.

· Nominating Committee

Terri reported that the nominating committee is required to report back to the board by November 25 with a slate of officers/directors for the AGM. Terri has selected the following people to serve on the committee: Mike Borislow, Nancy Hart, Bob Trudeau, and Scott Anthony. The leagues committee must provide one name to complete the committee membership of five. The committee will choose a chairman from among their members. The openings will be posted on the web and an email blast will be sent to the member organizations. The positions up for election are: Secretary/clerk, Director of Outreach Programs, Director of District 2, 4, 6, (all for three year terms), and President for a two-year term.

· Status of the board

Terri turned the meeting over to Steve Smoller to report on the status of the board and the executive committee’s proposed course of action.

The board went into executive session to discuss related legal matters.

Upon coming out of executive session, the following motions were made and passed:

Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Ray Robinson, that the board appoint Skip Gorman to the board. Motion passed unanimously.

Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Howie Blatt, that the board appoint Skip Gorman to fill the vacant position of president until the next election to be held in February 2010. Motion passed unanimously.

Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Ray Robinson, that the board accept the resignations from the executive committee from Ted Ritchie and Howie Blatt. Motion passed 9 for, 0 against, 1 abstaining.

Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Nancy Hart, that the board appoint Andy Page to the executive committee. Motion passed unanimously.

Good of the Game

Don Rawson thanked the search committee, the executive committee, and the board for giving him the opportunity to serve as Mass Youth Soccer executive director. His family will be remaining in Indiana for approximately nine months, until they can relocate to Massachusetts.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. Executive Director October report   Skip Gorman
Sponsorship

We are working with the Kraft Group on the requirements to fulfill our part of the sponsorship deal with Shutterfly 

We are in discussion with Puma for a new deal.  Currently they have offered a three year deal. Don Rawson will be looking in to it more.

Fields and Tournaments 

We still have an issue with the smell at the pavilion.  The owner of Lancaster Septic is having a hard time coming up with solutions  The next thing to do is to raise the vent over the peak to see if this helps.

ODP training for the U13 & 14 is winding down and will be done in mid Nov.

Teams that are playing their season at the fields are also winding down training and playing. 

The Columbus Day Tournament was held along with the one Day Recreation Tournament. It was a struggle getting teams but all that attended had a great time from what I hear. Sid, Ted, and Steve worked very hard to get teams for the two day tournament. A special thanks goes to Bob Trudeau.  He helped out both days.

Nancy, as always, worked hard to make all of the U10 and 12 year old teams happy.

2. Instructional Program and DOC Board Report October 2009

Our staff has been quite active this Fall as we maximized our schedule by helping towns and running coach/player development programs. These weeks have those programs coming to a close. As our staff is on the field a bit less we now spend our time working on syllabi and courses to improve our offerings for the future.

In coming weeks, all session for Skills Academy will be redone, session for coach/player programs will be extended and finalized, our new website section will be up, and our F and E Courses will be improved.

We are going to use our online options to provide increased education in our courses. By taking some of the lecture discussions and creating online components of our courses we can create more “on the field” time with candidates. Throughout the country it is a constant concern that coaches need more experience on the field in courses. We are in process of creating a pamphlet (workbook) that we will hand to candidates. This pamphlet will have questions listed that we ask candidates to answer. Questions will cover coaching organization, methodology, flow, instruction etc. By doing this we are priming their thinking and making sure they gather all we hope they gather from each activity. We are very excited about this development as we feel this simple idea will provide a huge impact. 

Mike and Tom attended a meeting hosted by US Soccer as they look to get more involved in helping with the development of 6-12 year-olds in this country. They were looking for suggestions as to how the Federation could help and handed out questions asking about the E and the D course and trying to gather status of those courses. A small committee of DOC’s has been formed to continue this conversation.

Mike attended an International Football Leaders Conference in London. There were about 200 attendees from around the world and presenters included Jack Warner (president of CONCACAF), Gerard Houllier, Sven Goran Erickson, Andy Roxborough, and many more top class people from around the world. 

Our annual instructional staff/CED/president meeting will be held Dec 5th. Location TBD. All are invited to attend. We will be inviting other state again as we found that was a great addition to the day.

ODP Fall sessions have been well attended. We have added two additional sessions (Nov 14 and Nov 21) to provide more quality outdoor training and to allow us the opportunity to see players who had HS conflicts earlier. After the days we will make cuts before going into winter training.

Submitted by:

Michael Singleton



Howie Blatt

Director of Coaching



Director of Instructional Program
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