

BOD 04/15/09


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

April 15, 2009

Present: S. Gorman, H. Blatt, S. Bloom, M. Borislow, D. Dalrymple, T. Filippetti, N. Hart, C. O’Brien, A. Page, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson, J. Scarpaci, B. Shaughnessy, S. Smoller, R. Braney, M. Singleton.

A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Skip Gorman at 7:00 pm.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

There being no changes or corrections, the March minutes were accepted by acclamation. 

Executive Director Report 

Skip Gorman reported the renovations are underway at the office, siding and windows are done. Not much more to report, he is catching up on what John Burrill was working on.

Director of Coaching report 


Mike Singleton reported the staff is very busy right now. The online G course is a huge success. 420 people have taken the course in the past three months that it has been online. The estimate was for 500 for the year, it is now 900. There is also an increase in people taking the F course.  Licenses will be made available online for the coaches to download and print, thus saving printing and mailing costs. The GOALS program is moving along. There will be 23 sites, the most ever. The budget is a little less than last year, so Tom Goodman is working on staffing and is starting collaboration with the Breakers whose players will be part-time staff.  Mike explained the process for making online courses available to other states. 

Howie Blatt added that the Instructional Program staff held a Coach Education Director’s Workshop at Regis College on April 4th. The workshop included a classroom and floor session on how to plan a training session, how to more actively include the goalkeeper in training sessions, and a panel discussion on the practicality of DOCs for town programs. About 45 people attended the workshop.  

Communications & Marketing Manager Report 

No report. 

Program Manager Reports

State Cup 


Terri Filippetti reported everything is rolling along.

Leagues Committee

Ted Ritchie reported the committee met April 5 and approved the MTOC wild cards. They discussed the need to watch the budget. They also discussed the starting time on Friday and will consider travel time and distance in determining start times as much as possible. 

Recreation

Nancy Hart reported she has squared away the uniforms for districts.

Instruction

Report covered in DOC report above.

Outreach

Ray Robinson reported he attended the Region 1 TOPS symposium. He is planning a TOPS jamboree to be held in Wilmington on May 31. Ray presented a proposed budget which was accepted unanimously by the board.

ODP

Jared Scarpaci reported the first t raining session in Lancaster will be Monday. He said he is receiving a lot of requests from players to not attend ID camp in August, which costs $550. In the past, attendance was pushed, but this year they are not going to push the players to attend. 

SYRA

No report.

Financials

No report.

Field Committee

Skip reported that Carl Goldstein met with the Lancaster conservation commission. They are concerned with phosphorus runoff. We have to plant some vegetation to prevent this.  The town has approved the lightning structures and the power and concrete floors for them.

US Youth Nationals

Terri Filippetti reported things are going ok. Howie has half the needed ambassadors lined up. She is meeting weekly with Skip to cover things.

Veterans Cup

Skip Gorman reported he met with the committee and other than the actual games; everything else will take place off site, so all they want from us is the use of the facility for the games.

Presidents Cup

Skip reported they are moving through the first set of games. Most of the games were played in Lancaster.

Board Members reports

Bill Shaughnessy visited Scituate, and also visited the very young levels of games and it seemed like a lot of babysitting service.  Carol O’Brien is still seeing conflicts with Lacrosse over field availability. Mike Borislow said the same conflicts occur in the Essex league.

Approval of new league – New England Premiership
This is a proposed new league made up mostly of MPS clubs. Terri Filippetti noted a few issues with their proposed constitution and bylaws. Some of them appear to conflict with either our bylaws or those of US Soccer. Either Skip or Terri will review the issues with NEP before our next meeting. Bill Shaughnessy moved, seconded by Nancy Hart, that we go back to the league and inform them where the conflicts in the rules occur and recommend changes to comply with national and Mass Youth rules. Motion passed unanimously.

Elimination of U-8s from league play and tournament play and not sanctioning tournaments with U-8 divisions.

Mike Singleton pointed out that we oppose outcome based competition for the U-10 and below age groups and discourage U-8s from competitive play. He felt we should not allow this age level to compete in tournaments and league travel team play. The Federation strongly recommends no travel for U-8s.  Andy Page moved, seconded by Ray Robinson, to eliminate sanctioning U-8 tournament play as of September 1, 2009. Motion passed 10-0-3.

The issue of travel teams in the U-8 level was also addressed. While it is ok for bordering towns to combine play so there would be enough teams to make a schedule, actual traveling teams at this age level are to be discouraged. Mike Borislow moved, seconded by Jared Scarpaci, that Mass Youth Soccer not recognize nor sanction U-8 travel in any recognized league effective September 1, 2009.  No more than three U-8 players will be sanctioned on a U-10 team effective September 1, 2009. Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

· There was no old business.
New Business

· Bill Shaughnessy requested that at large board members be copied on issues involving their districts.

· Bill Shaughnessy moved, seconded by Nancy Hart that the board supply ID cards with neck lanyards to all board members.  These would help identify board members when they attend various events and functions.  Skip Gorman stated he did not think a motion was necessary and he would see the IDs are provided. Motion was withdrawn.

· Executive Director Position

Skip Gorman turned the meeting over to Terri Filippetti. Terri reported the executive board met last week to determine the course of action to take due to the death of John Burrill. A search committee has been formed and Skip Gorman was appointed temporary executive director to serve until a permanent one can be found. As a result of this action, in keeping with our bylaws prohibiting anyone from being both an employee of Mass Youth and also a member of the board, Skip Gorman has resigned his position as President and from the board of directors.

Meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary
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