

BOD 11/19/08


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

November 19, 2008
Present: S. Bloom, M. Borislow, D. Dalrymple, T. Filippetti, C. Goldstein, N. Hart, J. Linnehan, C. O’Brien, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson, J. Scarpaci, S. Smoller, J. Burrill, R. Braney, A. Weiss.
A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Sid Bloom at 8:10 pm.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

Nancy Hart moved, seconded by Carol O’Brien, to accept the October meeting minutes. 
Passed unanimously.

Executive Director’s Report 

Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  John Burrill added that he Ted Ritchie and Terri Filippetti met with the USYS nationals committee. Their requirements are more than anticipated, but are manageable. We will need lots of committed volunteers.
DOC Report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.


Mike Singleton added that he would like feedback on the online G course.

Communications & Marketing Manager Report 
No report. 
Program Manager Reports

State Cup

Terri Filippetti reported challenge round 2 for 13’s and 14s took place.
Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported the committee is considering an increase in roster size. 

Recreation 

Nancy Hart reported she is working with Nicole to put a recreation page on the website which will contain information for parents and players on recreational programs.
Instruction

Contained in DOC report.
Outreach

Ray Robinson reported a new program will begin in Norwood. On November 8 Ray attended a meeting of the South End Soccer Club. The program is for area kids and is free. It is held at Emerson College’s field in Boston. Mike Singleton has helped them tremendously.  Ray added that a new group in Clinton intends to start a TOPS program. There are presently 500 players in TOPS programs in Massachusetts. Ray would like to see this number reach 5000.
ODP

Jared Scarpaci reported he is gearing up for the December coaches’ meeting. The indoor program will be held at Forekicks new facility in Marlboro. 

SYRA
Andy Weiss reported for Brian Treanor. The new fee for referees may be causing fewer referees to recertify, particularly in the smaller states. The referee committee is developing more online educational opportunities for our referees. They may make these available to other states as well.

John Burrill reported USYS is considering pulling grade 9 and 8 referees out of the federation and into USYS. The feeling is the federation collects the money from the 8s and 9s but services go to the higher level officials such as MLS.

Financials

Carl Goldstein distributed the monthly budget report and also went over the draft copy of our auditors’ report. Carl welcomed any questions on the audit report and will pass them along to the auditors.   
Field Committee

Carl Goldstein reported the meeting of the committee scheduled for last week had to be postponed and will be rescheduled to discuss some upcoming needs.
US Youth Nationals

Information was covered in John Burrill’s report.
Veterans Cup

Nothing to report.
Report of the nominating committee
Steve Smoller presented the report of the nominating committee, (copy attached to these minutes). Nancy Hart moved, seconded by Ray Robinson to approve the slate presented. Motion passed unanimously.
Review of new ODP championships
Mike Singleton explained the proposed new format for ODP championships. U-14s would compete for the right to go to the national championship the following year as U-15s. There would be two divisions at U-14, one to compete to go to nationals, and the other division to play their three games and that would be it, no nationals. For U-17, there would be no national championship; they go to the tournament for the weekend and that is it.

Mike pointed out the transition from 14s to 15s is the most significant transition of all age groups. Mike opposes sending our U-14 teams to national championship competition. He has no problem with the U15s and U-16s, but opposes the U-14s.

If the change passes, we could opt out of the competitive U-14 division and send two teams at the non competitive level.  The board needs to vote on this to instruct our delegation on how to vote at the AGM.  Ted Ritchie moved, seconded by Nancy Hart, that our U-14 teams play only in the non competitive section. The motion passed unanimously.

Presidents Cup
John Burrill and Sid Bloom explained this new program. It is a new competition which is really a rebirth of the Directors Cup. It is a summer league program, a second national championship for mid level clubs and not state cup teams. It is geared toward town teams except most town teams won’t spend the money and the schedule is not really good for them. Each state will have championships in U-14 to U-17. Teams that have won State Cup are not eligible. Region 1 leagues, Division 1 & 2, and State Cup level teams are all eligible.  The state winners will play in a regional tournament, Region 1 will play at Kirkwood, for opportunity to go to national championship tournament.  This is a region 1 backed program. The deadline to apply is late January.  John Burrill will report next month on degree of interest expressed via applications.

Old Business

· There was no old business.
New Business

· Parking issues at Lancaster. 

John Burrill reported we are looking for alternatives to using Harper’s parking lot. There are a couple of parcels that might be available.
· Uniforms

The board entered executive session to discuss a proposal for uniforms.  Following executive session, the board decided it needs to make a decision on uniforms within the next week or so in order to get delivery on ODP uniforms in time.

Meeting adjourned at 9:09 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. Executive Director Report    John Burrill

The complex is just about shut down for the winter.  All the winterizing will begin the week of November 17 and should be fully completed by 26th.  We are going to work a bit harder this year to prevent the damage caused by water freezing in some of the faucets.   As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention goes a long way. 

We finally got rid of all the steel barrels.  They have been replaced by new plastic ones and we hare hoping the Pepsi-cola Co donates them to us.  They look much nicer, are easier to handle and will not rust.

Signage has been added to the synthetic fields asking folks not to bring food onto the fields.  A new gate has been installed to make access easier for trash and medical personnel.

Still no final solution to the septic smell issue.  There have been no problems during the last two events, but we would like to find a permanent solution.

Water test samples for the 4th quarter were taken and awaiting results. 

The last application of fertilizer to get us through the winter will be applied within the next week.

Planning continues for the Veteran Cup in 2009.  

Folks from US Youth Soccer were here on the 18th and we did plan out the entire 6 days they will be on site next July.   

Still looking at putting in our own well, but waiting for final costs before bringing to field committee and then executive committee.  Same with the shelters although we did find some lightning protection that can be added to the proposed structures at a very low cost.  We will schedule a joint meeting of the executive committee and the field committee for November.

Harper / Central Mass Sand & Gravel

I had a very good meeting with Steve Boucher, the president of Central Mass Sand & Gravel and 4 or 5 other business and Harper’s partner in a lot of Harper’s activities including the Flea market and the Farm stand.

Steve Harper had stepped out of the day to day of the business during the summer and will return later this year.  

Steve B informed me that they have finally closed on the last parcel of land they need to complete the road from the gravel pit to RT 70.  This has been the hold up.  Now they are busy drafting the final plans, the one wetland crossing they will need and the filings to go before the town boards.  With any luck, we could be rid of the trucks by June 2009.  Even if the town gives them some hassle on the roadway, they can make most probably do a reinforced driveway (albeit a very long driveway) as the Madigan parcel to our North has set the precedent.

Between the various groups, they now own well over 500 acres behind us, going all the RT 190.  The have plans for a major mixed use development; residential housing, a hotel and restaurants, in addition to housing and office space.  Over the next 20 years, the area will change rather dramatically.

One issue we need to nail down is our agreements with respect to parking.  The Steves have apparently been offered 20 M for all their land.  They claim to want 50M but I suspect somewhere between the 2 numbers there may be a deal to be made.  Thus I want to ensure all our rights are fully protected.

Other news from Lancaster

Work on the site preparation for the new Honda dealership has begun and many trees have fell victim to the machines.  Also work on the new (first) gas station with Dunkin Donuts will also begin before the end of the year.
Also there are plans, subject to town meeting approval of a zoning change, for an ice hockey rink and indoor soccer facility behind Oakridge Farm.
2. DIRECTOR OF COACHING/ INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM BOARD REPORT 11-08

Mike Singleton, Director of Coaching   Howie Blatt, Director of Instructional Programs

Another successful fall season of coach/player development programs is behind us. The staff really stepped up a great deal this fall during Mike’s sickness and deserves a lot of credit. We ran regular coach/player development programs in 12 towns this fall.

So far this budget year we have had roughly (still waiting for paperwork from some)) 840 coaches take the G Course and 200 coaches take the F Course. We have two E Courses currently running with large numbers that we are very happy about. A “D” course is scheduled for later this winter.

Tom is working on finishing the curriculum for the instructor’s workshop on Dec 13 at Regis College.

Skills Academy registration has begun and we expect to have between 10-12 sites throughout the state as we are still finalizing some contracts. Please pass on the word to all interested as we are in a primary marketing stage.

Preliminary discussions have begun about running a coaching seminar at the youth national championships. We are tentatively planning on running a seminar on longitudinal player development in coordination with this event. It is our hope to be able to offer CEU’s to A license holders at this event.

We will look to run at US Youth License Course next summer, dates TBD.

Mike attended the Region 1 Meeting for a complete reporting of events at this meeting please see his event report.

Instructional staff is currently reviewing all documents we provide (contracts/letters/registration response letters etc.) and doing a major improvement of the coaching section of the website.

Our overnight camp next year will be focused on HS teams.  It will be run Aug 2-6 and we will use Fitchburg St as our housing host. Marketing has begun for this camp and details will be up on the website very soon. We will be allowing HS team coaches to work at this camp (just not with their team to avoid breaking MIAA rules).

Mike has provided final edits to FUSE Ideas for the online course and they are working on making all updates.

The ODP winter schedule is online and we will be providing much more comprehensive parent communication session this year at ODP. Our new site, Forekicks in Marlboro, will allow for better training, better communication, better GK organization, and better scheduling for all.

3. Report of the nominating committee   Steve Smoller

The committee consisted of the following members:

Mike Borislow

David Dalrymple

Carl Grygiel

Brian Treanor

Bob Trudeau

Sheldon Epstein

Steve Smoller, chairman

The committee met via conference call Tuesday, November 18, selected its chair and reviewed all candidates.

It was determined that the proposed slate, listed below, was ratified by the committee by unanimous vote.

Slate of Directors:

President – Skip Gorman

Treasurer – Carl Goldstein

Director, Olympic Development – Jared Scarpaci

Director, National Championship Series – Terri Filippetti

District 1 at large Director – Carol O’Brien

District 7 at large Director – Kevin Krumpholz

Director, Outreach Programs (2 year term) – Ray Robinson

Respectfully submitted

Steve Smoller

Chairman
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