

BOD 10/17/07


Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

October 17, 2007
Present: S. Bloom, H. Blatt, M. Borislow, D. Dalrymple, T. Filippetti, S. Gorman, K. Krumpholz, J. Linnehan, D. Martinez, A. Page, T. Ritchie, S. Smoller, J. Burrill, N. Dessingue, M. Singleton, A. Weiss.
A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Sid Bloom at 7:30 pm.

GetPsychedSports.org presentation

Mitch Lyons gave a presentation on his program, GetPsychedSports which is to be used as a tool to help society. He discussed legislation that has been filed in the Massachusetts House of Representatives entitled “An Act Relative to Developing Self-Control on Sports Teams.” He is asking us to support the legislation and urge our membership to lobby the Massachusetts House of Representatives.

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes

Terri Filippetti moved, seconded by John Linnehan, to accept the September meeting minutes. 
Accepted unanimously.

Executive Director’s Report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

DOC Report 


Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes.

Communications & Marketing Manager Report 
Report submitted via email and appended to these minutes. Skip Gorman complimented Nicole for her work on the field opening program.
Program Manager Reports

State Cup

Terri Filippetti reported that the 2nd round of 13 & 14 challenge round is this weekend.
Leagues Committee

John Linnehan reported the committee discussed conflicts with State Cup schedule. There will be increased communication between State Cup and leagues committee. The leagues have to get the information to their membership. The committee also further discussed the issue of players and team movement between leagues.
Recreation 

Sid Bloom and John Burrill reported the Recreational tournament was a success with 97 teams participating. John has received many emails complimenting the tournament and the field complex from the participants.
Instruction

Report contained in DOC report.
Outreach

No report.
ODP


No report.
SYRA
Andy Weiss reported for Brian. On a regional aspect, there is discussion to regionalize referee instruction programs. Region 1 is looking for referee lists earlier that at present and would like more repeat referees go to the tournaments instead of trying for more newcomers. There is talk about a national tournament. All recertification clinics are posted on the referee committee website. There will be 5-6 assignor clinics, sites being selected.
Treasurer

John Burrill reviewed the financials and reported we are in very good shape.
Field Committee report

John Burrill reported the committee met prior to this meeting and discussed the recreational tournament feedback. 
Grand Opening Committee

Terri Filippetti reported the field opening went extremely well.
Board member reports

Skip Gorman attended the South Coastal league AGM.
Kevin Krumpholz reported the league that was trying to form in western Massachusetts cannot get off the ground.

Sid Bloom reported on the BAYS AGM, their new president is Dan Bielenin.
Old Business

· Nominating committee – Sid has to come up with 7 members, has already appointed 6. The committee will have a conference call to get set up and report back with a slate at next board meeting.
· AGM – Skip Gorman reported the AGM will be held Saturday, March 1 at Indian Meadows Country Club in Westboro on Rt. 9.

· Skip announced that he has distributed via email application forms for volunteer and administrator of the year. At large Directors, in particular, are urged to submit nominations.
New Business

· Columbus Weekend Tournament
Ted Ritchie reported he has polled the fall tournament directors and tried to determine the level of teams and location of teams that are participating in existing Columbus weekend tournaments. He has a lot of information on the teams that played in this year’s tournaments, and will bring a report and recommendation to the November meeting. He’d like to have it at the recreational level.
· US Youth National Championship - hosting
John Burrill reported he has the hosting packet. Our complex will be available for regional events. Hosting the Nationals is something he’d like to examine. We would incur an expense of $20,000. There are limited revenues streams involved. There is a 2-year commitment, it would be for 2009 & 2010 and would take place during the last week in July. The board will decide in November if they would like to pursue this.

· Report from Palley Advertising
John Burrill presented a report from Palley analyzing our assets and suggesting dollar value and how to market. John said the next step is to negotiate a contract for Palley to begin selling sponsorships, etc.
· Good of the Game
Terri Filippetti was named Region 1 female administrator of the year.

On November 3, there will be a concert at the McCarthy Middle School in Chelmsford, MA for the Christopher Wooster Scholarship Fund.  Christopher, John Linnehan’s son, was tragically killed in an automobile accident last year.
Meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:

1. Executive Director Report  John Burrill

Field Complex

RAD has completed the punch list items.  The only open item is the repair of Koerper Drive as it starts around the quarry fields.  This will have to wait until we are finally rid of the trucks.

We still have an issue with the Eco-trail.  The Conservation Commission is requiring us to make some changes to a 30 yd section of the trail.  We had Gale do up some plans and I am getting competitive quotes to get the matter resolved.

The additional protective netting around the detention pond at the back of field 10 should be installed in the next two weeks.

We have done some limited aeration and over-seeding on the natural fields 

Awaiting plans from Gale on the paving of the parking lot.  This does involve considerable work on handling the storm water.

Up coming events include 

State Cup on 10/20 

Small tournament of MPS on Oct 27 & 28

Maple Tournament on Nov 17 & 18

Plans are to shut down the irrigation and water systems the week of Nov 19th.

Third round of water samples to be taken by end of the month.

Office Administration

We are at approx 146,000 players and coaches registered so far this soccer year.

Kelme

We have executed the contact with Kelme.  We are waiting on samples - 

 “G” on Line

We are making good progress on this.  Mike has completed most of the voice over, given I Factory all the updated written material and the program is rounding into form

Office issues

In process of getting quotes on fixing the outside of office building.  It is in need of attention and I think siding will be the best alternative but waiting to see how much that will cost.  Also having someone look at large windows which are starting to leak air and outside casings are deteriorating.

2. Marketing and Communications Manager Report  Nicole M. Dessingue

Marketing 

· Progress with Palley marketing consultants has concluded.  Full recommendations package was received on October 3rd with addendum regarding web marketing received on October 12th.

· Hotel sponsorships drawing toward finalization, The 4 Points Sheraton was officially named Host Hotel on Tuesday, October 16th.  Negotiations for ODP May Mini Camp have begun.  Promotional releases in Free Kick and Mass Youth Soccer News to come in October and November issues, respectively.  New page to be designed on mayouthsoccer.org by the end of the month.

· Conversations about possible areas of promotion for Mass Youth Soccer programs down at Progin Park have begun.

Events

· Grand Opening and Kohl’s American Cup commenced on September 30th.  Large thanks to the committee and all board members who lent a hand.  All giveaways and prizes have been delivered.  Pictures of teams and congratulatory quotes will be printed in Mass Youth Soccer News.

· Mass Youth Soccer Nights – update – The Worcester Sharks will host a Mass Youth Soccer Night on January 19th.  Tickets are being sold through their website, and can be linked to through mayouthsoccer.org.  One team from every age group at Kohl’s American Cup was drawn to attend the night for free and be recognized as well.  All board and staff are invited to attend complimentarily as well.

Communications

· Reebok is running a Youth Coaches Recognition Week from October 15th to the 20th by offering 50% off at a special location to all Mass Youth Soccer coaches.  An email blast was sent out 1 week prior to all Free Kick members, presidents, and registrars.

3. DIRECTOR OF COACHING/ INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM BOARD REPORT 10-07

Sept and October are continuing as very busy months for the staff. Courses are still going steadily and we are also busy doing town coach/player development sessions. We are still waiting for numbers to come in for our courses; however, we do know we are already ahead of projections.

Staff is finishing up the last of web sessions for our webpage. Please take a look and see what we are doing to try to further increase our support of coaches at all levels. The sessions are meant for the full range of our members and we have already received feedback that some coaches are finding them quite useful.

Tara and staff are locking down Skills Academy sites as we are now in the stage of promoting that and having players sign up. You can see all the sites already locked in up on our site. Others will be following.

Staff is also working on the annual instructional staff/ced meeting and we are hoping to have that on Jan 25 at a site TBD. Meeting contents are now in discussion and development.

The New England Youth Sports Festival will be making a return in 2008, this time during the second weekend of school break in Feb. Mike attended a meeting with other sports and organizers and many attempts are being made to increase attendance and make the whole event more user friendly.

Voice-over for the video portion of the online course is 95% complete and will be finished within the week. Text pages are under construction. Page narration is next step. Progress is being made.

Mike ran a G course for the new class of Project Coach youth coaches. Between 25-30 teens took the course in order to better prepare them to work with middle school and elementary school athletes. Reports have already come back letting us know they are following our teachings and making a positive impact.

A recently published book entitled “Leading from Within: Poems that Sustain the Courage to Lead” has contributions from both Mike and Dean, which says a lot for our organization. All proceeds from the book go to the Center for Courage and Renewal.
Mike attended the Region I Meeting in VA. State DOC’s are unanimously against making U14 ODP competitive and/or a national championship group. State DOC’s are also against including U14 info in the college coach book. We are crafting a position letter to present to the President’s in hopes they will review their decision.

Final team pools for all ODP teams have been selected and we are preparing for winter training.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Singleton, Director of Coaching

Howie Blatt, Director of Instructional Programs

