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Mass Youth Soccer BOD Meeting

April 6, 2011
Present: Board Members: D. Bielenin, H. Blatt, M. Borislow, D. Dalrymple, T. Desmarais, T. Filippetti (phone), N. Hart (phone), J. Linnehan, T. Ritchie, R. Robinson, D. Santilli, J. Scarpaci, S. Smoller, S. Bloom
Staff/Guests: T. Reynolds, M. Singleton, R. Woo, C. Calcagni, K. Irwin.

A quorum was declared present, meeting called to order by Ted Ritchie at 7:00 pm.
Minimum Standards for Organizations Affiliating with Mass Youth Soccer

Charlie Calcagni and Kathy Irwin, representing MAPLE were In attendance to discuss this proposal from Mike Singleton which was to establish minimum standards for affiliated organizations.  The major issue of contention was the proposed requirement of a minimum of four league-rostered teams or 60 players. Mike Singleton explained his rationale for the policy and Rachel Woo discussed the problems she encounters with registration for many of the single team organizations. She reported that some organizations do not report completely, and some do not even bother to report membership to Mass Youth Soccer.

Charlie and Kathy spoke giving the reasons they opposed this policy. Kathy explained why the small clubs were so valuable to MAPLE. There are 54 clubs In MAPLE with three or less teams that would be affected by this policy.

After a lengthy discussion, the board decided to table this proposal for further study. Kathy will send out an email to her league explaining we are exploring growth and development issues and will report back at a later time.

Acceptance of board minutes for February
Dan Bielenin moved, seconded by Jared Scarpaci, that we approve the minutes for February.  Motion passed unanimously.
Executive Director Report
Submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  
Technical Director Report
Submitted via email and appended to these minutes.  Tom Goodman brought up the issue of adding a U-12 training program to the ODP program. There would be no tournaments, just training. Tom asked the board if it would embrace this concept. Jared Scarpaci moved, seconded by Ray Robinson, that we expand the ODP program to include U-12 as a developmental only program. Motion passed 8-2-0.
Communications Director Report

Submitted via email and appended to these minutes. Tucker added he has spent the major portion of his time so far negotiating contracts and correcting deficiencies in existing ones.
Board Program Manager Reports
State Cup

No report.
Leagues Committee

No report.
Recreation report

No report.
Instructional report
Report contained in technical director’s report.
TOPS report

No report.
ODP report
No report.
SYRA

No report.
Financials


No report.
Field Committee Report


No report.
President’s remarks
Ted reported he has visited a few of the league meetings.

Board member reports

David Dalrymple reported he attended Tucker’s road show in Foxboro.
Old Business

· Korrio contract
The board went into executive session to discuss specific issues regarding the contract.

After exiting executive session, Steve Smoller moved, seconded by Dana Santilli, that we select Korrio as the vendor for the state office database management. Motion passed 12-0-0.

John Linnehan moved, seconded by Dana Santilli, we adopt a $ .50 return for the player fee. 

Motion failed 3-7-0.
New Business

· There was no new business
For the good of the game

· nothing brought forward
Meeting adjourned at 9:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller

Secretary

Addendum:
1. Executive Director Report—Mike Singleton

Citizens Fields at Progin Park

Our suggested new water monitoring plan was accepted by the Lancaster Conservation Committee. An amended Order of Condition has been filed. Boucher continues to work on parking off the narrows that will enable us to park cars there this spring. We will monitor the situation to determine when/if we need buses and use of the flea market. The snow caused difficulty at beginning of March resulting in us losing a weekend of use and it caused more trouble for us the first weekend of April causing us to cancel all games on grass and resulted in us having to plow the turf fields again. Dick and his crew will begin taking over lining of the fields by mid-April.

State Office Building/ Property

Dead mice continue to be a problem that plagues the office. We are trying to prevent this in the future though have been unsuccessful thus far. Our new internet line and resultant phone system will hopefully be installed by the end of April. We have leased a new copier at a lower price than previous one and we are very happy with it. The company Rich dealt with to get this done actually bought out the remaining time on our old lease as well so we only saved money and improved performance in this process.

Equipment Provider

We have begun our partnership with Eurosport and so far it is going quite well. District Select will be the big test of our success.

Partners

Dick’s Sporting Goods held Mass Youth Soccer Week in late March which provided up to 25% off to our members all week. Chili’s is holding a Mass Youth Soccer appreciation day on Sunday April 10th. All people who go to Chili’s with our flyer will result in us getting a 10% kickback from Chili’s.

Cori

I have met with a State Rep to describe some of the CORI challenges. He is being responsive and going to set up meetings with necessary state legislators. I have reached out to other youth sports so we can all share in one common voice. Still very early in process but hopefully some first steps that will lead to bigger change.

Lancaster

I have been to a few meetings in regards to the Old Union Turnpike and Rt 70 intersection roundabout project. It is hoped this project will happen in 2012. We are pushing through 75% phase currently and hoping to complete this project expeditiously.

2. Technical Director’s Report  Tom Goodman, M.Ed.

Coaching Education

The technical department has or will have run 20 G courses, 23 F Courses, 5 E courses and 1 D course by the end of the winter season.  

The Coach Referee Symposium held on February 20th was a huge success.  Fashioned after similar national events that I ran as the US Youth Soccer National Director of Coaching, the event brought 30 coaches and 45 referees together to discuss the state of the game in Massachusetts.  As part of the program, rules and rules interpretations were discussed; the state of coaching and referee education; and how coaches and referees can work together to develop young coaches, young referees and players.  As a result of this event, Andy Weiss and I plan to prepare and include content into our education courses that deal with the impact that coaches and referees have on our great game.

Mass Youth Soccer has been approved to host a USSF National Youth License.  The course is scheduled for Jul 13-17, 2011 and will be held at our facility in Lancaster.  

Coach and Player Development Program

Our winter Skills Academy programs have completed.  Every Skills Academy was staffed with our full time State Coaches.

We are already completely booked for Player/Coach Development programs for the Spring.  We are already booking for the fall season.  

ODP

Winter indoor training has completed.  We begin our outdoor training sessions with the final player pools on April 18th at our complex. 

ODP Training Academy - This is a proposed new summer program intended to provide 10 and 12 year old players with a quality training environment and introduce boys and girls and their parents to the ODP.  We have secured 4 locations across the state…1 in the west and central part of the state and 2 sites in the eastern part of the state.  
Camps & Academies

Residential Camp - Everything is set for our Residential Summer Soccer Camp to be held at Anna Maria College in Paxton, MA, August 7-11.  Tommy Geis, Camp Director, is aggressively marketing the Camp in coordination with Tucker Reynolds, Mass Youth Soccer Communications Director.

Town Summer Academies - we are currently scheduling Town Summer Academies.  These are half day camps run in towns throughout the state.  Available weeks are:  August 1-4, August 15-18 and August 22-25. 

GOALS – Loy Urbina, GOALS Director, has confirmed 18 inner city sites for the 2011 GOALS program.  The sites are:

Boys and Girls Club of Dorchester

Somerville YMCA

Sportsman Tennis Club – Dorchester

Somerville Rec Dept.

West Roxbury Comm. Center

Boys and Girls Club of Greater Holyoke

South Boston Boys and Girls Club

Yawkey Club of Roxbury

Boys and Girls Club of Leominster

Boys and Girls Club of New Bedford

Cambridge Community Center

Fall River Comm. Development Rec

Worcester YMCA – Arts camp

Worcester YMCA – Camp Blanchard

Springfield B&G Club

Chicopee B&G Club

Blackstone Comm. Center

Coach Urbina reports that he has secured 36 college students/players to work as staff coaches.
Projects Completed

Coaching course manuals have been rewritten

New On-Line Education Platform turned on

Skills Academy Sessions have been rewritten

Statewide Curriculum has been rewritten  

Projects In-the-Works

Goalkeeper Curriculum

Age Appropriate Activities Section to the Website

Specialty Clinic Re-write

New Programs and Approaches

U12 ODP Training Program - I would like to discuss the creation of a U12 ODP training program.  This would be a quality ODP training program for U12 players staffed by the Mass Youth Soccer full time staff and other quality ODP coaches.  

Players would be selected through a tryout process similar to the current tryout process in August.  Targeted player pool based on tryout numbers:  80 Boys and 80 girls.
Training seasons would be fall and spring, mirroring the older ODP training seasons: 8 sessions in the fall and 10 in the spring.  Training sessions would be on Wednesday evenings.  There would be no indoor training for this age group.  

Why have a U12 ODP Training Program?

Demand – parents of U12 players have reached out to me each year requesting a quality soccer environment where players are free to develop and be creative and where their performance is not securely linked to “Winning at all Costs”.  

Development – provide an environment where young players, in the golden years of their development, can develop, unencumbered by the club structure.  Provide an environment where young players can be coached by the best coaches/teachers in our state.

De-mystification of ODP – an early introduction into the ODP process.  Early education for players and their parents about the ODP.

3. TOPSoccer - Ray Robinson

· We presented the TOPSoccer coaching course for King Phillip, the course was held in Norfolk at the Fore Kicks soccer center.  20 people took the course which was presented by Ray Robinson and Bill Chaplin presented the Buddy training to nine middle school students.

· I recently found out that Medfield has a TOPSoccer program; this is good news and a pleasant surprise.

· We sent state coach Lynn Gugliuzza to the Region I TOPSoccer symposium so she could take the US Youth TOPSoccer coaches course. I am extremely happy to have Lynn as TOPSoccer instructor and very pleased to welcome her to our TOPSoccer team.
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