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MYSA Annual General Meeting

February 22, 2004

Sheraton Four Points Hotel  -Waltham, MA

The meeting was called to order by MYSA President, Sid Bloom, at 3:12 PM.  There were 61 delegates present, representing 214 votes. A quorum was determined to be present to conduct business.

Sid welcomed the membership and announced that the United States Youth Soccer fee increase of $ .50 in two steps would be absorbed by Mass Youth Soccer for the first year.  Sid then introduced Skip Gorman who reported on the just completed Adidas National Workshop, hosted by Mass Youth Soccer.

Approval of last year’s minutes

Nancy Hart moved, seconded by Terri Filippetti to approve the minutes of last year’s annual general meeting.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Election of officers – nominations:

President – Sid Bloom

Treasurer – Carl Goldstein

Director of ODP – Jared Scarpaci

Director at Large –Tim Murphy

National Cups Director – Terri Filippetti

Director of Outreach Programs – Robert Bilicki

Ted Ritchie (BAYS) moved, seconded by Nancy Hart that the clerk cast a ballot for the slate as presented.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Report of Field Development

Paul Irwin, chairman of the Land Committee, made a presentation of the project. He introduced a presentation by Neoscape, our consulting company. Pam Shadley from Carol Johnson, our landscape architect and Ann Martin our environmental consultant participated in the presentation.  

We are planning for 16 fields, 2 of which will be artificial turf.  Paul reported that we have reached the point where we have determined we want to and can accomplish the project.  Paul estimated the total cost for everything would be approximately $8 million.

Of this amount, we have approximately $4 million in hand.

Following a multi-media presentation by Neoscape, the floor was opened to questions.

Revenue and maintenance were discussed.  The annual maintenance budget would be offset in part from the savings on state association run tournaments that are now paid for at other venues. The balance would come from rental income. Sid Bloom added that this site could become a regional training site and we could qualify for a Region 1 grant for this purpose.

Parking issue was raised. It was felt we needed more space. It was felt that we could use some of Wagner Automotive’s space for our major tournaments.

Question arose regarding other grants in addition to Region 1, and the response was that USSF was another source of potential grant funding.

Question about lights came. We will pre-wire for lighting, but ultimately the lighting depends on fund raising. At the moment we are not moving forward on lighting for financial and permitting purposes.

Dave Coutts (Coastal League) said he felt no need to see the project but felt a timeline of how we plan to proceed was needed.

Neoscape is producing a video, to be completed in Mid-April. Carol Johnson is completing the initial chart. Legal work is being completed; the target is April 15. We would commence fund raising then, and by fall should know how we are doing. The plan would be to contract out the actual work next May-June. Best case scenario would be to begin use of fields in fall 2005.

Bylaw Changes

Since the proposed changes all involved housekeeping or re-wording to comply with federation requirements, Nancy Hart moved, seconded by Dave Coutts to adopt the proposed changes as presented in the meeting report. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Financial Report.

Carl Goldstein reviewed the budget and financial report.  He also reviewed the budget process and the budget committee and invited the members to sign up if they’d like to be on the next committee.

Old Business

There was none.

New Business

John Burrill commented on the staff’s dedication having worked two consecutive weekends, first on the Youth Fair and then the Adidas Workshop. Sid Bloom then thanked John for all of his efforts.

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Smoller, Executive Secretary
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